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benevolent institution, to see if he would take charge of it, which he declined to do unless he was paid twelve hundred dollars a year, and had a horse and carriage kept for him by the Government. At that rate he was not employed, but convalescent and disabled soldiers were taken from the neighboring hospitals. In the changes about being made in the Freedman's Dept. I am informed that the Society with which Mr. Day is connected are proposing to take that school in their hands.
One objection to Mr. Day was in my mind at the time I attempted to negotiate with him, viz., that his Society was of a given sect. That objection would still continue. I think the school should be continued under the charge of the Government, and I would suggest that the charge of it still be retained by Mr. Raymond, who does it in addition to his duties as Chaplain, and that the mode of instruction be not changed. I would be expressly obliged if you, as Commiss. of Freedman's Affairs, or by a Comms. of Afr. Commsr., would examine the school and pronounce upon the merits of its organization, as I feel satisfied that it has only to be thoroughly scrutinized to be made the foundation of an educational system, and what is purported to be a Normal School. I was glad to see the assignment of Capt. Brown as Commissioner for the State of Va., as his care of his charge while under my command was most efficient, diligent, and praiseworthy. I think if his attention was called to it, he would agree with me in my estimate of the school, although it was not in his District, as the Districts were arranged under my General Orders.
I have troubled you with this note in the hope to aid a little in the successful working of the very important affairs under your charge, in which I feel a deep interest. I have the honor
to be, Very respectfully,            v        ,   ,.   .           .
*      r          J              Your obedient servant,
BENJ. F. BTJTLEB, Maj. Genl. U. S. V. From George Whipple
American Missionary Association, 61 John Street, Now YOEK Cm, June Qth, 1865 [Not in chronological order]
To Major General BUTLEB, LOWELL, MASS.
GENERAL: We are confident that your intention in building the schoolhouse near Hampton, Va., was to provide for the general instruction of the people of color. In my frequent visits to Fortress Monroe, since you left there, I have been